S. Anselm’s Reading Lists

Reading lists are often used most effectively, we believe, as the starting point of a conversation about reading. The conversation, whether it takes place between parent and pupil, teacher and pupil, or between pupils, is the thing that will encourage a pupil to try a new novel or author. The activities being run during Reading Period, as part of the Reading Passport scheme, are designed to provide a forum for these discussions so that S. Anselm’s pupils read a greater number and variety of challenging books.  

These reading lists represent a small sample of the great books available for young people to read and enjoy. As you read the lists, you may smile as you recognise old friends and you may rage about favourites that have been omitted. However, like all such lists, these are ‘works in progress’. Pupils will be helping to update them regularly and we are keen to hear parents’ views on them.


Year 3
General Reading List

Steve Cole – Astrosaurs series
Gillian Cross – The Roman Beanfeast
Terry Deary – Ghost for Sale
Dorothy Edwards – My Naughty Little Sister
Anne Fine – Care of Henry
Jostein Gaarder – Hello? Is Anybody There?
Harry Horse – The Last Cowboys
Dick King-Smith - The Sheep Pig
Joyce lankester Brinsley – Milly Molly Mandy
Jan Mark – The Frog and I
Michael Morpurgo – Black Queen
Jill Murphy – The Worst Witch
Jenny Nimmo – The Owl Tree
Philip Pullman – I Was a Rat
Joan G Robinson – Dear Teddy Robinson
Jeremy Strong – The hundred-mile-an-hour Dog
Jacqueline Wilson – Lizzie Zipmouth

Year 4
General Reading List

Lynne Reid Banks – I, Houdini
Enid Blyton – Famous Five adventures
Michael Bond – A Bear Called Paddington
Raymond Briggs – Ug
Jeff Brown – Flat Stanley
Betsie Byers – The Eighteenth Emergency
Humphrey Carpenter – Mr Majeika
Lauren Child – Clarice Bean, That’s Me; 
Eoin Colfer – The Legend of Spud Murphy
Zouzou Corder – Lion Boy
Cressida Cowell – How to Train Your Dragon
Helen Cresswell – Lizzie Dripping
Roald Dahl – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Lucy Daniels – Animal Ark series
Tony di Terlizzi – The Spiderwick Chronicles
Anne Fine – Loudmouth Louie
Susan Gates – Night of the Haunted Trousers
Jamila Gavin – Grandpa Chatterji
Jean George – My Side of the Mountain
Morris Gleitzman – Toad Rage
Grace Hallworth – Mouth Open, Story Jump Out
Michael Hardcastle – Eye for a Goal
Florence Parry Heide – The Shrinking Of Treehorn
Shirley Hughes – The Lion and the Unicorn
Ted Hughes – How the Whale Became
Ted Hughes – The Iron Man
Norman Hunter – The Incredible Adventures of Professor Branestawm
Tove Jansson – Finn Family Moomintroll
Pete Johnson – Mind Reader
Norton Juster – The Phantom Tollbooth
Dick King-Smith – The Sheep-Pig
Rudyard Kipling – Just So Stories
Michael Lawrence – the Poltergoose
C.S. Lewis – The Lion, the Witch and The Wardrobe
Hugh Lofting – The Adventures of Doctor Dolittle
Margaret Mahy – The Great Piratical Rumbustification
Jan Mark – The Snow Maze
A.A. Milne – Winnie-The-Pooh
Michael Morpurgo – The Butterfly Lion
Michael Morpurgo – Cool
Jill Murphy – The Worst Witch
Mary Norton – The Borrowers
Ian Ogilvy – Mearle and the Wrathmark
Philippa Pearce – The Battle of Bubble And Squeak
K.M. Peyton – The Pony That Went To Sea
Philip Pullman - The Firework Maker’s Daughter
Lynn Reid-Banks – Harry the Poisonous Centipede
Antoine de St-Exupery – The Little Prince
S.F. Said – Varjak Paw
Jon Scieszka – The Stinky Cheeseman
Francesca Simon – Helping Hercules
Francesca Simon – Horrid Henry series
Paul Stewart – Fergus Crane
Jeremy Strong – The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog
Jeremy Strong – There’s A Viking under My Bed
Jeremy Strong - Otherworld
Jill Tomlinson – The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark
Kaye Umansky – Pongwiffy
Jean Ure – Daisy May
Martin Waddell – Cup Final Kid
E.B. White – Charlotte’s Web
Jacqueline Wilson – Buried Alive
David Henry Wilson – Elephants Don’t Sit On Cars


Year 5
Relationships and Family
Alan Ahlberg – Woof!
Malorie Blackman – Pig-Heart Boy
Lucy M. Boston – The Children of Green Knowe
Anthony Buckridge – Jennings Goes To School
Frances Hodgson Burnett – The Secret Garden
Bob Cattell – Glory Gardens
Rob Childs – All Goalies Are Crazy
Cressida Cowell - How to Train Your Dragon
Roald Dahl – Danny the Champion Of The World; Matilda
Cecil Day Lewis – The Otterbury Incident
Kate DiCamillo – The Tale of Despereaux
Paul Gallico – The Small Miracle
Adele Geras – The Fabulous Fantora Files
Gene Kemp – The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler
Clive King – Stig of the Dump
Jeff Kinney – The Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series of six popular novels)
E. Nesbit – Five Children and It
Philippa Pearce – A Dog So Small
Ann Pilling – Henry’s Leg
Arthur Ransome – Swallows and Amazons
E.B. White – Stuart Little; Charlotte’s Web
Laura Ingalls Wilder – Little House on the Prairie
Jacqueline Wilson – The Illustrated Mum

Thriller, Horror and Adventure
Malorie Blackman – Don’t Be Afraid
Gillian Cross – The Demon Headmaster
Penelope Farmer – Charlotte Sometime
Cornelia Funke – The Thief Lord
Herge – Tintin adventures
Nigel Hinton – Beaver Towers
Robin Jarvis – The Whitby Witches
Philip Pullman – Clockwork
R.L. Stine – Goosebumps

Fantasy and Science Fiction
Quentin Blake ed. – The Puffin Book of Nonsense Stories
Raymond Briggs – Fungus the Bogeyman
Roald Dahl – Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Colin Dann – The Animals of Farthing Wood
Nicholas Fisk – Trillions
Alan Garner – The Weirdstone of Brisingamen
Anthony Horovitz – The Kingfisher Book of Myths And Legends
Ted Hughes – The Iron Woman
Norton Juster – The Phantom Tollbooth
Michael Lawrence – The Killer Underpants
C.S. Lewis – Prince Caspian
John Masefield – The Box of Delights
Dav Pilkey – Captain Underpants
Dodie Smith – One Hundred And One Dalmatians
Matthew Sweeney – Fox
Diana Wynne Jones – Howl’s Moving Castle

Historical and Political
Henrietta Branford – Fire, Bed and Bone
Wendy Cooling ed. – Centuries of Stories
Michael Foreman – War Boy
G.A. Henty – Saint George for England
Caroline Lawrence – The Thieves of Ostia
Michael Morpurgo – The Wreck of the Zanzibar
Henry Treece – Horned Helmet
Alison Uttley – A Traveller in Time

Graphic Novel
Shaun Tan – The Arrival
Herge – The Tintin series
Goscinny and Uderzo – Asterix Stories



Non-Fiction
Simon Barnes – Planet Zoo
Roald Dahl – Boy
Terry Deary ed. – The Groovy Greeks
Terry Deary ed. – The Rotten Romans
Geraldine McCaughrean – Daredevils and Desperadoes
Roger McGough ed. – A Ring of Words


Year 6
Relationships and Family
Nina Bawden – The Peppermint Pig
Malorie Blackman – Pig Heart Boy
Betsy Byars – The Eighteenth Emergency
Frank Cottrell Boyce – The Unforgotten Coat
Richmal Crompton – Just William
Roddy Doyle – A Greyhound of a Girl
Alan Durant ed. – Sports Stories
Anne Fine – Flour Babies; Eating Things on Sticks
Morris Gleitzman – Two Weeks with the Queen
Frances Hodgson Burnett - A Little Princess; The secret Garden
Paul Jennings – Undone!
Ally Kennen - Sparks
Jan Mark – Thunder and Lightnings
Hilary McKay – Saffy’s Angel
Michael Morpurgo – Why the Whales Came
Bill Naughton – The Goalkeeper’s Revenge and Other Stories
Philippa Pearce – Tom’s Midnight Garden
Annabel Pitcher – My Sister Lives on the Mantlepiece
Anna Sewell – Black Beauty
Noel Streatfeild – Ballet Shoes
Robert Swindells - Abomination
Oscar Wilde – The Selfish Giant & the Happy Prince
Jacqueline Wilson – The Lottie Project; The Illustrated Mum

Thriller, Horror and Adventure
Theresa Breslin – Whispers in the Graveyard
Neil Gaiman – The Graveyard Book
Charlie Higson – Silverfin
Anthony Horovitz – Groosham Grange
Eva Ibbotson – One Dog and his Boy
Josh Lacety – The Island of Thieves
Michael Morpurgo – Kensuke’s Kingdom
Andy Mullligan - Ribblestrop
Michelle Paver – Wolf Brother
Philippa Pearce – Who’s Afraid? and Other Stories
Willard Price – Underwater Adventure
Rick Riordan – Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Paul Shipton – Bug Muldoon and the Garden Of Fear

Fantasy and Science Fiction
J.M. Barrie – Peter Pan
Lewis Carroll – Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
John Christopher – The Tripods series
Eion Colfer – Artemis Fowl
Susan Cooper – The Dark Is Rising
Catherine Fisher – The Relic Master
Cornelia Funke – Inkheart
Alan Garner – Elidor
Kenneth Grahame – The Wind in the Willows
Brian Jacques – Redwall
Terry Jones – The Saga of Erik the Viking
C.S. Lewis – The Last Battle
Penelope Lively – The Ghost of Thomas Kempe
Geraldine McCaughrean – The Odyssey
William Nicholson – The Wind Singer
Jenny Nimmo – The Snow Spider
Christopher Paolini – Eragorn
Mal Peet - Keeper
Terry Pratchett – The Amazing Maurice and his Educated Rodents
Philip Pullman – Northern Lights
J.K. Rowling – Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Lemony Snicket – A series of Unfortunate Events: the Bad Beginning
Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell – The Curse of the Gloamglozer
Rosemary Sutcliff – Beowulf

Historical and Political
Nina Bawden – Carrie’s War
Kevin Crossley-Holland – Arthur: The Seeing Stone
Peter Dickinson – The Kin
Ann Fine – The Tulip Touch
Leon Garfield – Jack Diamond
Alan Gibbons – The Shadow of the Minotaur
Roger Lancelyn Green – The Tale of Troy
Michael Morpurgo – Friend or Foe
Ian Serraillier – The Silver Sword
Paul Shipton – The Pig Scrolls
Sandi Toksvig – Hitler’s Canary
Elizabeth Updale – Montmorency
Jill Paton Walsh – The Dolphin Crossing

Non-Fiction
Nick Arnold – Horrible Science series
John Farman – The Very Bloody History of Britain
Richard Platt and Chris Riddell – Castle Diary
Kjartan Poskitt – Murderous Maths
Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays – Marcia Williams


Year 7
Relationships and Family
David Almond – Skellig
Natalie Babbitt – Tuck Everlasting
Malorie Blackman – Noughts And Crosses
Frank Cottrell Boyce – Millions
Sharon Creech – Ruby Holler
Anne Fine – Flour Babies
Catherine Forde – Fat Boy Swim
Susan Hill – I’m The King of the Castle
E. Nesbit – The Railway Children
Terence Rattigan – The Winslow Boy
James Riordan – Sweet Clarinet
Louis Sachar – Holes
Saki – Short Stories: Sredni Vashtar; The Open Window; Gabriel-
Ernest; The Mouse; Mrs Packletide’s Tiger; The Lumber Room
John Steinbeck – The Pearl
Catherine Storr – Marianne Dreams

Thriller, Horror and Adventure
Roald Dahl – Tales of the Unexpected
Ellis Dillon – The Island Of Ghosts
Arthur Conan Doyle – The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
J. Meade Falkner - Moonfleet
Anne Fine – The Tulip Touch
Jack Higgins – The Eagle Has Landed
Charlie Higson – Silverfin
Eva Ibbotson – Journey to the River Sea
Stephanie Meyer – Twilight series
Robert Muchamore – The Recruit; the Cherub series
Philippa Pearce – The Shadow-Cage and Other Stories
Philip Pullman – The Ruby in the Smoke
Darren Shan – Cirque Du Freak
Robert Westall – Ghost Stories

Fantasy and Science Fiction
Lynne Reid Banks – The Indian in the Cupboard
John Christopher – Empty World
Eoin Colfer – Artemis Fowl
Catherine Donnelly – A Gathering Light
Paul Gallico – The Snow Goose
Alan Gibbons – Shadow of the Minotaur
Lesley Howarth – Maphead
Ursula Le Guin – A Wizard of Earthsea
Terry Pratchett – Wee Free Men
Celia Rees – Witch Child
Philip Reeve – Mortal Engines
Antoine de Saint-Exupery – The Little Prince
Darren Shan – The Saga of Darren Shan Cirque du Freak
Lemony Snicket – A Bad Beginning
Robert Swindells – Room 13
G.P. Taylor – Shadowmancer
J.R.R. Tolkien – The Hobbit
Robert Westall – The Scarecrows
T.H. White – The Sword in the Stone

Historical and Political
Bernard Cornwell – Sharpe series
C.S. Forester – Mr Midshipman Hornblower
Anne Frank – The Diary of Anne Frank
Sally Gardner – I, Coriander
Anne Holm – I Am David
Judith Kerr – When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit
Michelle Magorian – Goodnight Mister Tom
Michael Morpurgo – Kensuke’s Kingdom
Patrick O’Brien – Master And Commander series
George Orwell – Animal Farm
Rukshana Smith – Sumitra’s Story
John Steinbeck – The Moon Is Down
Rosemary Sutcliff – The Eagle of the Ninth
Geoffrey Trease – Cue For Treason
Robert Westall – The Machine Gunners

Non-Fiction
Roald Dahl – Going Solo
Ellen Macarthur – Race Against Time
Ben Macintyre – Agent Zigzag
Gavin Maxwell – Ring Of Bright Water
Dava Sobel - Longitude
Russell Stannard - Black Holes and Uncle Albert
Lynne Truss – Eats, Shoots and Leaves

Year 8
Relationships and Family
Louisa May Alcott – Little Women
David Almond – Clay
Jane Austen – Persuasion; Pride and Prejudice; Sense and Sensibility
Charlotte Bronte – Jane Eyre
Harold Brighouse – Hobson’s Choice
Melvin Burgess – Junk
Robert Cormier – I Am the Cheese
Hugh de Selincourt – The Cricket Match
William Golding – Lord of the Flies
L.P. Hartley – The Go-Between
Barry Hines – A Kestrel for a Knave (‘Kes’)
Janni Howker – The Nature of the Beast
Eva Ibbotson – Journey to the River Sea
Harper Lee- To Kill A Mockingbird
James Vance Marshall – Walkabout
Meg Rosoff – How I Live Now
J.D. Salinger – The Catcher in the Rye
Dodie Smith – I Capture the Castle
Dylan Thomas – Under Milk Wood
Keith Waterhouse – Billy Liar (novel)
Keith Waterhouse – Billy Liar (play)
Keith Waterhouse – There is a Happy Land
Evelyn Waugh – Decline and Fall

Thriller, Horror and Adventure
Joan Aiken – The Wolves of Willoughby Chase
John Buchan – The Thirty-Nine Steps
Erskine Childers – The Riddle of the Sands
Frederick Forsyth – The Day of the Jackal
Henry Rider Haggard – King Solomon’s Mines
Anthony Horowitz – Stormbreaker
Jack London – The Call of the Wild
Garth Nix – Sabriel
Nevil Shute – No Highway
Robert Swindells – Brother in the Land

Fantasy and Science Fiction
Douglas Adams – The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Isaac Asimov - I, Robot
Ray Bradbury – Fahrenheit 451
John Christopher – The Guardians
Arthur C. Clarke – 2001: A Space Odyssey
Neil Gaiman – Coraline
Alan Garner – The Owl Service
Russell Hoban – The Mouse and his Child
Homer trans. E.V. Rieu – The Odyssey
Aldous Huxley – Brave New World
William Nicholson – The Wind Singer
Robert C. O’Brien – Z for Zachariah
H.G. Wells – The Time Machine
H.G. Wells – The War of the Worlds
John Wyndham – The Chrysalids

Historical and Political
Joan Aiken – Black Hearts in Battersea
Laurie Halse Anderson – At the Sign of the Sugared Plum
Laurie Halse Anderson – Fever 1793
Daisy Ashford – The Young Visitors
John Boyne – The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
Geoffrey Chaucer – The Canterbury Tales: The Miller’s Tale; The
Reeve’s Tale; The Franklin’s Tale; The Nun’s Priest’s Tale; The
Pardoner’s Tale
Bernard Cornwell – Sharpe series
F. Scott Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby
Leon Garfield – Smith
Jamila Gavin – Coram Boy
Adele Geras – Troy
Arthur Miller – The Crucible
Michael Morpurgo – War Horse
Beverley Naidoo – The Other Side of Truth
George Orwell – Nineteen Eight-Four
Morton Rhue – The Wave
R.C. Sherriff – Journey’s End
Josephine Tey – The Daughter of Time

Non-Fiction
Melvyn Bragg – Twelve Books That Changed the World
Bill Bryson – Notes From A Small Island
Bruce Chatwin – In Patagonia
Gerald Durrell – My Family and Other Animals
Garrett Mattingly – The Defeat of the Spanish Armada
Laurie Lee – Cider with Rosie
Mick O’Hare ed. – Does Anything Eat Wasps?
Antoine de Saint-Exupery – Wind, Sand and Stars
Joe Simpson – Touching the Void
Simon Singh – The Science of Secrecy
Nigel Slater – Toast
Leslie Thomas – This Time Next Week


Author websites to explore
roalddahl.com
howtotrailyourdragonbooks.com
artemisfowl.com
alexrider.com
youngbond.com

